BS3 - “What’s in a Name?” Exodus 20:7

Timeless Truth: God’s Law for All Time (2)

Total Devotion ’08 - ‘09

Review of Message (please listen/download from www.td.mbcla.org) - special thanks to Nathaniel for writing much of this Bible study
1. Take a look over your message notes and summarize anything that stood out to you.  Briefly share the main points in your small group.  Do you have any questions about what Arthur said?  
What’s Your Name?

Solomon states in Proverbs 22:1 that, “A good name is to be more desired than great riches.”  Arthur elaborated on what a name truly entails by using the example of marriage.  When a woman weds a man, she relinquishes the only name she’s ever known and assumes her new husband’s name, his identity, his reputation, and even his past history.  A name is a powerful thing, not merely a title, and carries behind it an individual’s personal reputation and character.

2. What does your name mean? Do you know why your parents named you what they did?  If not, ask them.  Do you feel like you “live up to” the meaning of your name?

3. What do you presume people think about you when they hear your name?  Are their thoughts centered more around your reputation or your character?  (Remember, reputation is what people think you are, character is who you really are)  Is this consistent with what you want them to think of you?  

4. As humans, we tend to become more enamored or repulsed by someone based on his or her outward reputation.  Yet, when God looks at us, His gaze burns straight to revealing our bare character.  Read 1 Samuel 16:1-11 and note how human perception differs when juxtaposed with the reality of what God sees.  

5. Look up the following verses and observe what God saw behind the name and, later, the reputation of David.    

a. 1 Samuel 16:11

b. Acts 13:22-23

c. Matthew 12:22-23

d. Romans 1:1-4

6. Jesus Christ Himself bore the name “the son of David”, and though David was imperfect, he strived to follow God’s heart.  
a. What is “God’s heart”?  How are we supposed to align our hearts with His?
b. What are some ways in which Christians follow God’s external “reputation” without truly pursuing His heart?

c. Every time you utter His name, what do you mean?  When you hear His name, what are the first things that come to your mind?  Are those thoughts about God consistent with who He declares Himself to be in His Word?   

What a Name!

The Hebrew word for “vain” is shav.  It has a variety of translations including emptiness, vanity, falsehood, nothingness, emptiness of speech, lying, and worthlessness. To misuse God's name means literally, "to lift it up to or attach it to emptiness." No one is to use the Lord's name in this manner, especially His children!  

Arthur established that taking the Lord’s name in vain is done in many forms.  
7. Cursing/profanity/frivolous use

a. Since Christians bear God’s name all the time, every word uttered by a Christian is uttered in His name.  Read Eph. 4:29 and comment on how you are doing in this area of your life.
b. Matthew 12:35-37.  What do you think this means, and how will God do this?

c. Read James 3:10 -12 and integrate it within our conversation.  How does this relate to your life?  Where are you at?
8. Carrying, using, and singing God’s name, but in reality, swearing by another
a. When trying to understand better what God means in any one verse, one of the first things to do is cross-reference the verse and see what other parts of the Bible have to say regarding the same word or phrase used in the verse you’re trying to interpret.  Look up some of these verses that cross reference “Do not take the Lord’s name in vain”, and jot down the meanings and nuances of each. 
i. Leviticus 19:12  

ii. Numbers 30:2
iii. Deuteronomy 6:13
iv. Deuteronomy 23:21-23
v. Matthew 5:33
vi. James 5:12

b. Summarize and interpret these verses in one or two sentences, beginning with the words, “To take the Lord’s name in vain means … “

c. How does this look and apply in society today, in Christian circles, and in your own life?

9. The hypocrisy of claiming God’s name while living privately and/or publicly in a way that is directly or indirectly (though not always obviously) contrary to what His name means and who He is.  
a. Read Matthew 7:22 – 23.  Who were these people that Jesus was speaking about?  What did Jesus mean that He never knew them?
b. Who are these people in the church, and how are they taking the Lord’s name in vain?
c. Do you think you could be one of these people?  Why or why not?
Names of God

Throughout the Bible, God reveals many of His names, each of which constitutes a facet of His character.  By understanding the weight and meaning of the names of the Father and the Son, whom we represent, we will become more aware of how and when we profanely misrepresent our Lord. 

10. Look up the following verses in which each respective name is used and jot down some ways the truth of that name ought to be displayed/considered/appreciated in the life of the Christian.

a. Elohim (sovereign creator; strong one; majesty) Genesis 1:1, Isaiah 45:18

b. El Shaddai (God Almighty; most powerful), Genesis 17:1

c. Yahweh (I AM; to exist; be), Exodus 3:14

d. Yahweh Jireh (the Lord will provide), Genesis 22:14

e. Man of Sorrows, Isaiah 53:3
f. Truth, John 1:14, John 14:6

g. The Rock, 1 Corinthians 10: 1-4, Psalm 118:22-24

h. The Alpha and the Omega, Revelation 1:8

11.  Does your life reflect the reality and Lordship of this complete and amazing God?  Which names of God are more clearly reflected in your life?  Which ones have been more absent?  Remember, you are never alone, for Christ is with you and the world is watching.

It’s Personal

Exodus 20:7 commands, “You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not leave him unpunished who takes His name in vain.”  Being the only one of the Ten Commandments directly linked to a subsequent punishment, it’s clear that God is serious about His name.  It is intensely personal and identifies the Lord of the universe, the giver and sustainer of all life.

12. The track record of Israel is rife with using God’s name in vain through speech and conduct.  Look up the following passages and identify how the Israelites misused and misrepresented the name of their God and what punishment ensued.

a. 1 Samuel 8:4-22

b. Isaiah 29:13-16

c. 2 Chronicles 18:10-34, Jeremiah 24:8-10

Coram Deo
In Philippians 3:8, Paul declares, “I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ.” Living a life that is true to His name takes drastic steps of separating yourself form the world.  When everyone around you is bearing the names of a million pieces of the world and attaching nothing but emptiness and mockery to the Lord, how will you cling to your Father and your Christ? 
13. For the Christian, the story does not end with prohibition and punishment in Exodus.  Look up Revelation 2:17 and 3:12 and rejoice in the promises we have of gracious reward in heaven.  In what ways are you beginning to discover your new name? How is God calling you to restore the glory due His name? What are you willing to give and sacrifice for that to take place? 
